LECTURE VI.

OUR scrutiny into the causes which govern human
conduct, while it has led us to the conclusion
that custom is the principal one, at least so far as
our relations with each other are affected, and the
only one which the unwritten law regards, has in-
cidentally informed us that the law, whether written
or unwritten, does not attempt to enforce custom
always and universally, and common observation
equally apprises us that there is a part of the field of
conduct of which the law for some reason takes no
notice, and which is yet, in great part, though not
wholly, under the control of custom. We cannot fully
understand the nature and function of law, without
including the whole field within the limits of our
inquiry, and ascertaining what part of it lies beyond
the scope of the law and the reasons which underlie
the limitations which the law imposes upon its own
activity. It is thus that some consideration of the
subject of Morality becomes pertinent to our main
inquiry. No one can become a thorough lawyer
without an intelligent comprehension of the general
subject of Ethics, nor, let me add, without a fixed
and constant sense of the personal obligation to
conform his own life to the rules which the study of
Ethics reveals.
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